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railway net. In the Piedmont strip at the eastern base of the Appalachians,
where cotton factories are numerous, and in the lower parts of North
and South Carolina and the rest of the Atlantic Coastal Plain the traffic
does not warrant so many railroads as in the prairies. Finally in Florida
railroads are quite numerous on the west side to a point south of Tampa,
but aside from the lines from Jacksonville to Miami the east side has not so
many. In a large southern section the presence of the Everglades and
other swamps has thus far almost prevented the building of railroads.
Such swamps add a final element to the conditions of relief, climate, and
industry which influence not only the distribution of population, the oc-
cupations, and the railroad net of the United States, but a great many
other activities in addition.
Mexico
On a relief map of Mexico most of the country appears as a great
plateau more than 3,000 feet above sealevel, with almost half above 5,000
feet. In other words, we have here the high southern area which is
characteristic of a typical continent. Another outstanding fact is that the
plateau rises toward the south. Along half of the American border the alti-
tude is under 3,000 feet, but southward there is a more or less steady rise,
until considerable areas, especially just south of Mexico City, lie above 9,000
feet. Both the general high altitude and the rise toward the south are fortu-
nate because they prevent the climate from being hot. Of course, there are
steadily hot' districts along both coasts, but that is not where most of the
people live. The following list of seven cities with more than 100,000
inhabitants illustrates some of the reasons why the Mexicans live on the
highlands rather than the lowlands. The Mexicans are no more fond
o£ really hot weather or of drought than we are. The table gives the
temperature of the warmest month as well as of July because in much of
Mexico the greatest heat comes in May, when the sun first reaches the
zenith. Later months are somewhat cooler because the clouds of the rainy
season shut out the heat of the sun.
Only Merida is located near the seacoast, and it lies 20 miles from
the shore on the peninsula of Yucatan. A similar list for the United
States shows that more than a quarter of the large cities are seaports,
even though this country has a mufh shorter coastline than Mexico in
proportion to its area. Moreover, the seaports in the United States include
a large share of the greatest cities, whereas in Mexico they are little
places with less than 100,000 people, such as Vera Cruz and Tampico
on the east coast, and Culiacan on the west. This contrast illustrates a
characteristic feature of tropical countries, namely, a tendency for the
coastal cities to be merely seaports, while other urban and industrial

